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The author recounted his experience of working as a government official in Hong Kong in the years after the Second World War. Using a simple humorous language, he described how he had become a Special Magistrate of the New Territories, and some of the cases that he had heard. Permeated in his words are insights into the Chinese characters and culture, and glimpses of the social and political settings of Hong Kong in that period.

Coates called himself a Mandarin because he used Chinese law instead of common law for his cases, partly out of convenience. Chinese law might also have been more appropriate to resolve disputes among Chinese, but it demands a good grasp of Chinese custom and personality. He seemed to have possessed that knowledge at least in most of the cases he described. 

The book could be read at different levels. It is readable to most with the language training of a good secondary school education. The writing sets a fine example of expressive but simple English. The content is at least funny if we do not demand more out of the reading. The description of people and settings is informative to some interested in the past of Hong Kong. His observations and commentaries are insightful and stimulating. Finally, the book may leave the readers wondering how the author could have acquired his apparent understanding of the Chinese. They could of course turn to the many other books he had written. Then, the book could mean the start of a journey of reading, at the end of which the readers could gain some insight in the mental challenge of the Orient to a committed intellectual from the West.
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