Hitchcock – the definitive study

By Francois Truffaut

"There is no terror in the bang, only in the anticipation of it."

Facts & Commentary by Benny Cheung

A. Hitchcock

Born in London on 13 Aug 1899; Died in Los Angeles on 29 Apr 1980

Started film career as a caption illustrator at around 1920, and became assistant director in 1922

In 1940 moved to the US upon David O. Selznick’s invitation

Beside movie making also made TV programs – Alfred Hitchcock Presents & Alfred Hitchcock Hour

Major “revival” in the 60’s started in Europe, Truffaut was a major champion

B. Background of the “Hitchcock – the definitive study”

First published in 1967, a year in which Hitchcock has completed all his major films

Truffaut, the interviewer, was in his 8th year of film making, with “The 400 Blows”; “Jules and Jim” to his credit

The book was a series of interviews starting 13 August 1962 (Hitchcock’s 63rd birthday), in which four questions were asked for each of his films:

a) the circumstances attending the inception of each picture;

b) the preparation and structure of the screenplays;

c) specific directorial problems on each film

d) Hitchcock’s own assessment of the commercial and artistic results in relation to his initial expectations for each picture

C. Commentary

1. “The Wrong Man” – A father’s trick to his 5-year old boy

2. Picture vs. Sound

3. Suspense vs. Surprise

4. “MacGuffin”

5. “Directing the audiences”

6. The Signature

Extracts of the book from Amazon.com:

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0671604295/ref=lib_dp_sp_1/103-9572363-5779849?v=glance&s=books&vi=slide-show#reader-link
Good Hitchcock Web Site

http://nextdch.mty.itesm.mx/
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