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Our Stolen Future

By Theo Colburn, Dianne Dumanoski, & John Peterson Myers 

An Examination of Environmental Endocrine Disruptors

In 1980, a 51-year old grandmother in a small town in Colorado decided to do something with her life after her children left home.  Her decision to plunge into a new life as a graduate student in ecology was to have momentous effects for the world.  

For Theo Colborn is no ordinary scientist.  Her gift was not just in researching the effect of chemical pollution on the marine population in the Great Lakes area bordering Canada.  Her exceptional ability to synthesize ideas from many fields and collaborate with experts from other backgrounds led her to one of the most important and disturbing revelations in environmental science: that some of the commonest synthetic chemicals in use in our daily lives are permanently damaging our hormonal balance, leading to such diverse effects as infertility, immune system disorders, hyperactivity and reduced intelligence.  

Our Stolen Future chronicles the development of the ‘Environmental Endocrine Hypothesis’.  Written for the general public by award-winning journalist Dianne Dumanoski, it has been hailed as probably the most significant book on chemical pollution in a generation.

Colborn’s groundbreaking work has led the US Environmental Protection Agency to rank hormone-disrupting chemicals, together with more well-known issues like global warming and ozone layer depletion, as one of top six global environmental concerns.  

This bookclub talk aims to examine the implications of our dependence on chemicals for our children, with particular attention to trans-generational and population-wide effects, plus the immense challenges that lay ahead to investigate the 80,000 chemicals that pervade the global environment.

	“Thirty years after Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring first warned how man-made chemicals were threatening life on earth, Our Stolen Future is a shocking revelation of the full horror of this grimly growing menace, which we ignore at our peril.

“For years, researchers have noticed serious abnormalities in animal breeding cycles and sexual development.  Out Stolen Suture assimilates the massive body of evidence, tracing these aberrations to synthetic chemicals that mimic natural hormones and trick the body into a radical disruption of the reproductive system.

“These chemicals may be making a potentially devastating impact on the future of the human race.  Riveting, terrifying and immeasurably important, Our Stolen Future is also an impassioned clarion call for concerted and serious action by governments, industrialists and individuals alike.”

From the back cover, 1997 edition


