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THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS, Our Great Wisdom Traditions, by Huston Smith

Since the September 11 attack on the USA, the world has been calling for better communications among the world’s major religions. One of the significant voices was from the 2004 Parliament of World’s Religions held in Barcelona and attended by 8,000 religious leaders and lay people, who expressed serious concern about religious violence and the need for understanding among different religions.  

Huston Smith’s book should be able to contribute to this purpose. With his eloquent style, he takes us on a wonderful voyage through time and space to see the best of the world’s major religions. However, he cautions that it is not easy to understand other people’s religions, but if we can drop our preconceptions, open up our mind and exercise our imagination we should be able to gain appreciation of the world’s major religions as they originated and developed in their own environments. We should be able to realize that there are common values and concepts in these different religions and on this platform genuine dialogues among religions may begin on the basis of mutual respect.

Smith was born in Suzhou, China to Methodist missionaries and spent his first 17 years there. He is considered a contemporary authority in the history of religions. One would be surprised to hear him, a practicing Methodist, say that he believed in all the religions he had studied. This claim is plausible as during his career he not only studied, but practiced Vedanta Hinduism, Zen Buddhism and Sufism for over ten years each. He seems to have found the same God or Divinity in all the religions he practiced. His book is as fascinating as his person. 
