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Climb Every Mountain – Everest and Beyond
by Keith Kerr and MAK Chai-kwong
The Book
Everest: From the First Attempt to the Final Victory

by Micheline Morin, 1955
Five decades and seven years ago, on 29 May 1953, the British Expedition team, led by Lord Hunt made the first successful ascent of Everest. Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay reached the summit after two of their team members, Evans and Bourdillon, failed to summit in the first assault of the expedition two days before. 

“It might be said that two men only reached the summit. But this is not so, for morally all those whose hopes, these many years, bore them on towards the topmost cone of white, have trodden it with phantom feet.  

All were there, the men of today and of yesterday, the living and dead.”

The story of Everest is indeed older than the first successful ascent. And in a broader sense, it encompasses all the issues related to mountaineering – technicalities in overcoming high attitude climbing, leadership and determination, responsibility and obligation – all in all, it comes down at the end to a single question: “Why climb the mountains?”

This talk will cover the ascent of Everest and the personal experience of Keith’s successful climbs of the “7 Summits” and others in the past 25 years. Apart from reflections on the different mountaineering stories, the speakers will share their views on the passion for mountaineering and a re-interpretation of George Mallory’s famous words -- “Because it is there!”
The Speakers

Keith Kerr –Keith is a real estate developer who spent most of his career with Swire Properties in Hong Kong from 1975 until he retired as Chairman in 2009.  He has subsequently incorporated a new company, The Development Studio Limited, to continue in the real estate development field. He has served on a number of public and private bodies including the Listing Committee of the Stock Exchange, the Construction Industry Council and the Real Estate Developers Association of Hong Kong of which he is Chairman of the Executive Committee.

An experienced mountaineer, he completed the quest for the ‘Seven Summits’ with a successful ascent of Everest in 1992, since then he has climbed several of the world’s highest peaks over 8,000m.
CK MAK – CK is a civil engineer and a civil servant. After 37 years with the HK Government, CK retired from the service in June this year. He has however continued to work on a part time basis as Government’s consultant on the Sichuan Reconstruction projects. He is a book lover and an “armchair mountaineer”
Other Related Books

1. The Ascent of Everest by John Hunt, 1954.
2. Last Climb: The Legendary Everest Expeditions of George Mallory by David Breashears and Audrey Salkeld, 1999.
3. Everest: The Struggle to Reach the Top of the World by Geoff Tibballs, 1998.
4. Everest: Mountain without Mercy by Broughton Coburn, 1997.
5. Tiger of the Snows: The autobiography of Tenzing of Everest by James Ramsey Ullman, 1955.
6. Everest: Legendary Victors and Vanquished by Peter Sherwood, 2003.
7. Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer, 1997.
8. The Climb by Anatoli Boukreev and G Weston DeWalt, 1997.
9. “Life and Death on Everest” - National Geographic, May 2003.
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