城中讀書會

（是次讀書會與香港電腦學會合辦）
日期：2012年6月22日（星期五）
時間：7:00p.m.-9:00p.m.

地點：中環美國銀行中心1樓A，中大專業進修學院演講廳

網址：http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/bookclub/

題目：
The Code War
講者：
黄劍翹 Cambridge Wong
簡介
For centuries, kings, queens and generals have relied on efficient communication in order to govern their countries and command their armies.  At the same time, they have all been aware of the consequences of their messages falling into the wrong hands, revealing precious secrets to rival nations and betraying vital information to opposing forces.  It was the threat of enemy interception that motivated the development of codes and ciphers: techniques for disguising a message so that only the intended recipient can read it.

The desire for secrecy has meant that nations have operated codemaking deparments, which were responsible for ensuring the security of communications by inventing and implementing the best possible codes.  At the same time, enemy code-breakers have attempted to break these codes and steal secrets.  The history of codes and ciphers is the story of the centuries-old battle between codemakers and codebreakers, an intellectual arms race that has had a dramatic impact on the course of history.

Code Book is the second popular science book written by Simon Singh, a British author specialized in writing mathematical and scientific topics.  This little book tells many interesting stories including the cipher of Mary Queen of Scots, decipherment of Eqyptian hieroglyphs, the German Enigma machine to the modern day’s public key/private key and PGP encryption.  Mr. Cambridge Wong will cover this brief history in the first part of his talk.

For the second part, Mr. Wong will focus on the exciting WWII story that remains top secret for 30 years after the war.  How Alan Turing single-handedly broke the German Enigma coding machine, thus saving Britain from early defeat to the Nazi German in 1940/41.  The talk is dedicated to Alan Turing that the world will celebrate his 100th birthday on 23rd June 2012.
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	日期
	講者
	講題

	7/9/2012 (星期五)
	司徒偉文
	Oliver Sacks, Musicophilia: Tales of Music and the Brain
奧立佛．薩克斯：《腦袋裝了2000齣歌劇的人》

	21/9/2012 (星期五)
	王劍凡
	小王子

	5/10/2012 (星期五)
	梁美儀
	Rousseau, Emile (On Education)

	19/10/2012 (星期五)
	李惠玲
	從六世達賴的詩歌看他的悲情人生與西藏的政教傳統

	23/11/2012 (星期五)
	黃永
	Ian Fleming, Casino Royale

	7/12/2012 (星期五)
	陳志宏
	Nassim Nicholas Taleb, The Black Swan: The Impact of the Highly Improbable
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地點待定

	9/11/2012 (星期五)
	黃劍翹
	Alan Turing's legacy: from Universal Turing Machine to Artificial Intelligence
* 與中大計算機科學與工程學系及香港電腦學會合辦
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