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簡介

Modernity and has done much to improve the lot of humanity over the last 200 years. There is more democracy, literacy, health care, justice, higher life expectancy, less poverty and hunger for a larger percentage of the population now than 100, or even 50 years ago. However, there is an increasing amount of alarm about the degradation the natural environment is undergoing as it enters the 21st Century.

The ancient Vedic/Hindu tradition and teachings are often seen as lending itself to an environmentally friendly ethos. Many modern day environmentalists look to Mahatma Gandhi as their inspiration and role model. India itself, however, is plagued by numerous environmental challenges, which the Vedic/Hindu religious traditions appear unable to adequately address.

This presentation will explore these issues in the context of the Vedic/Hindu view of the environment and will attempt to ascertain if, how or to what extent this view can help to address issues of environmental degradation in both India and the world.
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